MK Betterment Association — Building a Better Community in McKee City

MK Betterment Associlation

During 1963, in the McKee City section of Egg Harbor Township,
New Jersey, Mr. Atlas Lane and his wife Elva came up with
wonderful ideas to improve their community including the birth

of the “Betterment Association.”

This organization helped spur the betterment of lives for McKee City
residents in many ways, including some of these improvements:

« Street lights and paved roads

 Shelters for students waiting for the buses

* Bringing cable TV to area homes in the late 1980s
o Activities for the area children

» The Bulldog Basketball Team. Founded and coached by Mr. and
Mrs. Stephen Davis became a very successful and talented traveling
basketball team.

From the late 1990’s, it was continued by Clarence Davenport and
Lenore Douglas leading the way until Egg Harbor Township’s Police
Athletic League took over the grounds and facility.

On December 31, 2020, the Egg Harbor Township Parks and
Recreation Department took back the property and rejuvenated the
spirit of the MK Betterment Association for Egg Harbor Township
residents. The building has been renovated, pickle ball courts added,
and the basketball tradition is being kept alive.

Founders

Atlas Lane — Visionary who initiated the MK Betterment Association
Mrs. Marie Barker « Mrs. Annie Caldwell « Mrs. Bertha Childs

Mr. James Counts « Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Davis ¢ Mr. James Glover

Mr. Joseph Hall « Mr. William Hector « Mr. Winfred Jenkins

Mrs. Elva Lane « Mrs. Martha Preston « Mr. & Mrs. James Roberts

Mr. Robert Sapp  Mr. Jerry Stambler « Mr. James Tillman
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Founder of McKee City

Colonel John McKee

When Col. John McKee passed away in April of 1902,
the headline in the Philadelphia Evening Telegraph
reported:“Wealthiest Colored Man in this Country Passes
Away at 80 Years.” His estate was said to be valued at
$4,500,000 and consisted mostly of real estate. At one
time he owned a million acres of land.

Col. McKee was born in Alexandria, VA in 1821 where
he became an indentured brick maker. At 21 years
of age, Col McKee moved to Philadelphia to work
in a livery stable. Later he entered the service of
James Prosser, a well-known restaurateur on
Market Street, below Eighth Street. He married

Mr. Prosser’s daughter and ran the restaurant

until about 1866.

Upon retiring from the restaurant business,
he entered the real estate business, buying and
selling property for himself.

Col. McKee’s military career included organizing
and commanding the 13th Regiment, N.G.P. in
the 5th brigade under General Louis P. Wagner
and the 8th New Jersey, another colored brigade.
He served in the Civil War.

He was the founder and owner of McKee City which w
easily accessible from Philadelphia via the West Jersey
Railroad. The 4,000-acre planned community was whe
African Americans from the south could settle after the
Civil War. The city included a schoolhouse, church, and a
number of dormitory-type houses.

When Colonel McKee died, he left his daughter Abbie
a shabby house and a legacy of just $300, and $50 for
each of her children, with most of the rest going to

the Catholic Church. Locally, his legacy includes the
St. Kathrine Drexel Church. As a philanthropist,

MK Betterment Association — Time Line in Relationship with Col. John McKee he chose to give most of his fortune to the Catholic
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